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e najority of people in Czechioglovakia belicves that the precent slituation

is only a tompcrary ome. It is aifeicult to cstimate the size of this majoriby,
perhaps 70 to {0 percent, of wiich a majority is convinced that a change is
possible in the mear futuxe. 7alk thot a change in the internal political
situation could not be expected to come sooncr than in five years or more
altored after the cutbreak of the Korean war. It is the general opinicn that

a change can t2 achieved only through war. Agrecnent between Jest and East

is penerally considered to bc impossible. MTerve is the reason: Tue USIR

cannot leave Szechoslovakia (as well ac Pcland, Hunpary and Rrwnnia) out of

its sphere of influence because if the situation drifts towards war, the TSLR
womld lose ar. immense territery with a congideranle war potential. I the

Uss2 lefh Polond, ite oceupation ' Last Ceraoyy would beeono woaringless. P
Thers ave very fow people who count on the possibility of a peaceful arrange-
nons betucen “est and Last.

The majority of the people is oppressed by the present regime to-guch an extont
thet they lorp for war even thouph they are aware of the horrors it would bring.
The reasons Lor dissatisfaction wary. One is that aboub 300,000 people are

in jail and in forced labor cmaps. Throurh their imprisorrent net less thon
hroe times of many people are affected. It means thot for only this rcason
1,200,000 meole are gtubborn erpnies of the regine. Hundreds of thousands of :
others are Loing persccuted esreciolly tradesmen, clerls and fariers,and workers ;
are overworked. The faech that the najority of peonle at home look forrord Lo ;
a war cannot be chanpod by peace demonstrotions and by sipnctures on the sc- i
called Gtockholm poace action, because those wore obtained only throuch terrer. :
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Everyone refusing bo sipn had to give a rcason in writing for rcifusing, and
aven the best ffomulatcd reasons could not protect Linm from losing his Jjob.
Seople say: If thore »lculd be a war, let it be now, beforc cnly half of us
arc lefh.

B, Fresent Situction and the Futlure

3. leasurcs of the Communlst regire which would more or less meet with the general
approval of the public are practically norexistent because the majority of re-
forns having the consent of the people had been introduced before February
7048 {dational Insurance, sgrariam rcfora, ci¢.). Practically all mcasures
of the rogive sve subjected to severe critieisn, bub there is 1o uniform opiniomn.
Thore 1o general disagrecrent with the nationalization of small enterprises
and wi.th the introductior of cooperatives beconse able imdividuais ore prevented
from doing creative work. Farmers' cooperatives arc hated and yidiculed and not
only by farmers. Vorkers including nume.: s Commnd ste Yook with cisuain arn
socialistic conpetition sk Stakhonovetorinonship. Staldanov worlers in a
factory mean the roising of the worlting noms and thus the lowering of wagess.
Production methods as well as changes in Justice introduced by Copicla and
Rais arc eoriticized, Pecple hate the regive to such an erkont thot they cridicize
everything, oven useful arrangncnis.

4. The present sifuation is considercd worse than thab existing during the German
gocupaticn. Feople rceall thot the Gemons rercecuted those who worded apainsi
then. Comrunists; on the contrary, liquidate not only all capitalistic elemer
rogardless of whether they oppose them of not, but also all non=Lonnunioss ond
those from the Communist ranics who do nob scem to be sufiiciently reliavle.
Diring the occupation it was enouga {or one 10 be silent and Yo wind one's own
business in order to aveid difficulties with the Cestapo. Today, if one wants
%0 be loft slone, one tmet either become a member of the Cogmunist Farty or
cne must tale part in construction werk very asctively. Everything that the
sepime acks st be done. The demands are not minoy: The highest working
productivity in orz's assignment, incrcase in working effectivencss and deliveries,
ralfitlment of plens and svper-plans, socialictic competibion, conpetitions among
Stalhanov-workors, temporary and permanent labor brigades, participetion during
senliural? events and various cslebrations, political schooling, cucj simply
a complete lack of private life. It is obvious that the regimc is not so much
concerned with increasing working effectivenses,as everyone knows that labor
vrigadss do not bring great profits the idea is that every citizen be so tiwcd
sfter his dally sctivities, he will pot think of anything elise but cabing
and sleeping. If the non-Commnists have very little privaie life, the Com-
marilsts have absolutely rone. Jome of them do not have ore free evening., if,
uy chance, a Saturday or Sunday is nob talen by scome lecture or pathering, &
1abor brigade will surely be created to keep every citizen busy.

5, The precent situstion is considered better only by one seguent of the workers.
"he resson is that workers in ccmparison with the rest of the populatlion are
better paid. They ave constantly assured that unenployment is impossible wnder
the present, reginme, and they are reminded of the unemployment during the Tirst
Ispublic and of the present unemployment in France and in the United Shates. j
The working class is officially pub in first place. Iy is difliendd So say ;
what percentage of workeis owns property such as faims, bubt cven the smallech
owners disagree with the regime beeause they are threatensed with nabionalizae
tion of their property. One hears speculations, for instance, that in the
armamont factory in Brao 70 to 0O percont of the workers are agalnot the roHing.
ot would indicate that only thoce workers are for the repime who 1ive from
their wages and have no other income. Bub cven this statenont must be taken
with reservabtion . e know for example that "Red Kladno® and MNoravska Ostrava
are very discontented with the situation and that the regine has many difficul-~
+ies with them. J. Xovar, an artist who spent a long pericd of time in the area
of lorsvsla Ostrave with an order to do paintings of workers and who made mary
sequaintonces among their ranks, said that all spoke very sharply sgpainst the
vagine. Alsc railroad epployees are scething with discontent beecause thexe
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are naiy old Social Democrate among them wao have always been anti-Communist.
About a half a year ago fircmen and engineers decided to strile, but the
strike was, at least in Prague, suppressed by the SNB. A detailed picture
of the working class could be given only by an industrial expert who lmows
the situation from his omm experience. The fact remains that the woridng
¢lass is the most relisble cadre of the Communist Party and that it cawmnot
be expected to defect completely, umless our politicians abroad are able
to introduce a political program which would remeve fears of umenployment.
According to source, workers would be satisfied with a promise that key
industries and minecs will remaln nationalized and that every worler will
have the right to earn a decent minimum living.

Other classes consider the precent situation to be worse. The intelligentsia
ave rwstly affected oven more than they were during the Ceruan occupation.
They arve hurt paterially and are very often humiliated by the fact that

they arc forced to obey orders of non-experts who are very often illiterate.
The regime considers the intclligontsia to be the beaver of capitalistic
ideology. The tradesmen class was liquidated almost coampletely,and recently
cooperatives of hairdressers and other smaller shops wore ordered to be
formed. The exasperation of tradesmen has its origin in materlal matters,
of course. They roeall that Gottwald during the election campaign in 1946
stated: e need a strong tradesman {clags)® and even the comstitution of
1948 spealts about national cooperatives and private enterprises. These
statements aud the wrding of the constituticm, coupled with the prereqt
gituation, make it quite clear to vhat extent one cem trust Communism.

Nor do the farmers forget that during the 15h6 elections the Communist

Party proclaimed a slogan: "The earth belongs to those who work on itY.

And now they are being forced by all means into the famers® corpcratives,
Machines arc boing talen away from ther, farm barrlers are being cancelled
t00. Fampers clearly sce the deceit practised on them. It is true that
there are no kolkhozes in Czechoslovakia yot, but there are farmers® coopera-
tives and the difference is only in the name. A Communist Party speaker

to wiom the above slopan of the Communist Party was mentioned said: “0f
course, the corth belongs to thosc wie work om it. Dut the property is now
collectively ommed and therefore the profit from it hac to be collective.”
The rcsalt of this agrarian policy ic catastrophic. Famors, in the firsi
place; are leaving the border areas for the interior of the country or are
taliing jobs as factory workers., Farmers in the interior of the country

are working with great indiffcrence, The picture is worse where farmers'
cooperatives have been introduced. Grain is being badly stored and is rotting.
o one is leoking for a remedy. There are fears that this lack of intercst
among the faricrs can result in years of hunger for the population.

If elections were held in Ozechoslovakia today, the results in Bohemia and
Moravia, in source's opinion, would be as follows:

a. Communists about 15%
b, Non~Commnist parties 52
1) Social Demoerats 200

2) Wationsl Socialists 259

3) Peoople's Party ko7
L) Agrarian Party 308
sx:c::*m/| 25X1
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At froe clections, Communists would retain with difliexlty only the nodt
faithfal members of the party, cspecially if other partics were to proclaim
a sufficiently social propran. The root of the foraer Communict voters
would vote for the Social Democrats and the Hational Socialists, and famers
without cxception wuld join the Agrarian Party., Commmists would also
lose many of their pre-war members vho are now extrerely dissatisfied with
the party policy and twho were ruched out of the leadership of the pav’y by
now members, trained by lloscow. . SN

9. The Social Democrats would win back their old voters and in addition a major
percentare {rom Comunlst Party ranks, but would lose 2ll farmers and trades-
men and some of their voters who camiot forget the abtitude of the party
leadersiiip in February 1948, They would becone exclusively a workors®
party. The National Socizlicts would gain back a nmajority of their nembers
except for famers, a majority of civil servants and tradesmen and some
workers. The Aprarian Party would, on the basis of exporiences since Febru-
ary 1940, win over practically all fammers, a major percentare of tradesmen
aud the rest of former right-wing perties. Tarmers seem Lo be united this
tima. fThey state that thoy will achieve the recstablishnent of the Agrerian
Party, even if it must be dore by foree. They want a solid Agvarien Party
to withstand the Commmist danger. The Peoplc's Party, as a rosult of the
irresolution of i%s politicians and the vagueness of 1vs programs would
not reach more than 10 pereent. It could of course hold its former supporters.

10. The sitaation in Slovalda is not knowm by source. One thing is certaln,
howevers the Cowmmnists, cspecially because of their atbtitude towards the
Catholic Church, would be Leaten in free cloctlons.

11, To ansuer the question of how to arrange free elcetions is not casy. It
would be nocessary to otudy the question of how it is posgible to influence
voters. Cemera'ly it can be said that the following woz d be neceosary:

a. An intermational comtrol committce with complete exccutive porer during
the election campairn. After the clections the pover would be turned
over to the govermient cstablished on the basis of clection resulis.

b, An international court, vhich would be cusolutely importial and virich
would prosecutc all cascs of clectoral violence.

¢. Interaotional police, subordinated to an intermational comnittee and in
certaln cascs to the international court.

d, Dissolution of the Army and GND wiivs.

e, Roturn of a1l political leaders and emipres, but if they canpot return in
time for the elections facilities for them to vote sbroad shouvld be provided.,

£, Release of all political prisoncrs.
g. Declaration by a1l politieal partics that whatever the result of the

elections, no onc would be prosecutcd for his staterents during the
election campalfi.

These sugrestions arc made by source cursorily, and, dicated, the prob-

lem requires a very thorough study.

12, The offeect of Marxist education on the population variecs considerably.
Generally it can be said that except for Communist Parby meabers results
are insignificont with people over 35 years of ege. Uith those botween
o8 and 35 some influcnce can elrcady be observed, It is necossary to realize
that thic gencration was growing up during the German occupriion and that
it was developing samtines in directions contrary to Lasaiyl's conception
of democracy. Tuese undemocratic views, preached by the Mazis, are sur-
prisingly cimilar to thnse of the Commumicts. In ihis vay a fovorable
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atmosphere is being created for acceptance of Communist ideology, or at

least of same of its principles. For exanple, a 2%=year old engincer said
that students who in this term Qid not show sulficient reoults wore excluded
from the University. He considered this right. Source did not agree with

him as he was in favor of the Gwedish system which allows a student to stay

at the university even after 90 terms. The young man objected, saying thab

a negligent student does not contribute to the state and that the Fivst

duty of every citizen is to work for the state. If he does not do o, he
should be liguidated as a uscless human being. This student was a non=Comrmmnist.
Dozens of cxamples could be furnished by source to prove that young people

are intoxicated with some Hazi-Commumnist ideas. Responsilble are, first of «11 2
the cireumstances under which youth is growing, bub alse responsible ave
political partles and parents vho did not care to remove the mordl CONSequenees
of the German occupation and who did not by their moral suprort fortify theiy
youth arainst-Softmmist infeetion.

13. Even worsce is the situation of those betueen 15 and 29 years of cpe., Here
not only is the influence of Cerman occupation apparent but also that of
Communist education. Commist ideolopical influcnce is used vory efficiently
in the schools. Evory youth is radical and today in Czmechoslovalia this
radicalism can manifest iteelf only in one direction: in Communism thich
fives the youth opportunity. Clubs, discussions, rublic demonstrations,
parades with bands and flazs, sports, rcercation, cultural competitions,
etc. = everyone may choose among them bubt only within linits imnoesed by
the Commmnist Party. It is nob surprising thos younp peonle yicld, I% is
difficult to evaluate nuerically whot the cxtent of Comawnist inllucncc is.
It depends on faally and loecal circumstanecs, She £act that CVery young
person rust tecoue a momber of the Youth Asscciction indicatcs the danper
to the youth.

1. The worst situation is with children wunder 15 years of nge. I the political
situation does not change very soon, the harm can become irrcparable.
Socialistic education starts even in murseries by compotition, In prinary
.schoels it starts with lenin and Stalin. The first article in the fired
book a child sces is entitled: "I will bocone a Shakhanov worker.®  Politicht
education in primary schools is so dirrcted that a child will retain the
principal dogna of Commmnism. Children are informed that during the Mirst
fepublic children did not go to schools, thut they had to work, that there
were fow schools, that many of them were not pood, etc. Somebimes the vieke
of children are corrected by their parents, but parents do not always. have
time for them and they also often are afraid to tell the truth to aygd
difficulties with the police, Reeently relipgious teaching was talcn
frem the priests and given to laymen who stress political educatlion,

=

« Tigh schools, which wore prior vo February 1948 the ceuters of dewmocreiie
education, have also become propasandists of Communism,

C. Views on Some Internal Problens alter the Defeat of Cormunism

16, People disagrec on retuming to the status of 1938 althoup they remcumber
this ~eriod to be a very pood one, The majority wishes the cgtablisimont
of former political parties except the Coomunist and Faseist Partics.
Different are the views concerning the mmber of political parties. " The
najority considers four perties to be sulfficicnt: National Soclalist, Social
Democratic, Agrarian and People's. Others are of the opinion that the mmber
of parties should not be limited and that evolution would bring an autometic
decrease in their mumber. There are vicws, mostly among the intellicentsia;
recommending that the Comrunist and Fascist Parties not be oublawved. They
argue that such a prohibition would push mombers of these partiss into the
underground. On the other hand, if they vere permitied to have their party,
they would be rcgistered and under conbrol, and intervontion in case of
subversive activities wonld bLe much easier. Great Dritain is given as an
exanple,
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The proportional clectoral system is gererally comsidered Leticer than the
najority system. Obligatory lists of candidates are not acceptable because
the voter has to voitc very often for a person whom he does not congider able
or worthy Lo rcprecent the peorle. People with polibtical e xpericnce arve
congidering the roscibilities of rew arranguents in our political 1ilt,

™e aajority systoem is boing discusscd as well as countles' representation
as was used in Austro~iungary. Those people are in the minority bat they
represent politically the nost cducated element of the population.

Untionalization is gonerally econsidered a neeessity. Iowever, in pgeneral,
only the nationalization of heavy industry, of mincs, of wholesale merchant
shops and of spas is believed just. On the othicr hand, therc is aboolul
cisaprooment on the natlomalization and forming of cooperatives of small
industrial enterpriscs aud trades. People feel that in this way the possi-
bility for outstanding achlevenents is talen avay from an individual,thot
national ineccie is beling decrcaccd and that the standard of living 1o being
iowered. Opponents of noslonelizabion asscrt that notionalisation in priscinle
is wrong since it is the Ziret serious siep to Liniting the rijhit of proncriy
and wiaty, efter this first rlep,it iz impousivle to prevent Turtlcr onec,
thus lecading to the sasc roulis as Commundisn. ' :

The nublic is not too auch inteorested ia the nationslization of baws and
does not attribute any immortauce to finances being under slate or private
control. The majorit; would periwps favor nationalization. The inclugion
of coopcratives in tho socilalistic ccenomy is objccted Yo malaly by fercrs.
The rost of the population hss no interect in this question beecauce it doer
not concern thene.

The ncu agrarian reform, underbaken in 1945, was reccived by farwers with
aatisfacticn and scurce ass s that it would not b advanbascous to chanye

it. There may be excoptions waere partition of faras will have to be cancelled, .
if it occurrcd purcly for political rcasons and if the property Jid not or i
docs not extend over 50 ha, Other chanpes which wre ordercd after February
1948 711 have to be cancelled without cxeeption.

Naticual insurance is accented Cavorably althouhi thcre arve ogjections
agninct presont practices and the amount of payment. WUnification of gy
nastic orpamisstions is judrrd differently butbt it seons that the anification i
is favored by the mojority. Apainst unification are forsmer chalmen of .
Zolel, OMDL {the Catholic gymnastic orparization) and H19 (Social Democratic ;
gymmastic orpanization) which cre still rivals. There is bosically no objection ;
o the nationalization of spas. The only criticism is that it climinates !
modical treatment of private patients in spas. Docrcaticnal institutions
are very ponular especially smong workers and the youth, and it will probably ;
be ncceasary to permit them to contlnue,with the assumption, of course, that

the orparization and adminisiration would "¢ chanped. The questicn vould

require a mamaooth study.

liost Unpop.lar Measurcs and Inetitutions :

22,

These are:

PRI

5. Ministry of Nabtional Jecurity as an institution.

be Hnistry of Interior: county organismation. This was introduced 100 years
age in Lustro-lungary and cancelled as socn as inconvenient. Some ralcs :
about state citizenship. :

g, HMinicterr of Industrys Ministry of Internal and Foreigm Trades Natlonallzoticn
of small entcrprises {national and communal enternrises), the free market
and the "Darex® ch is calied the "State 3lscl Meoriol™ omeng: the popu-
lation,
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d, MHinistry of Apriculture: Famers! cooperatives, all meacurcs aining at
"lrollihermation™ of farnis, consolidation of land, etc.

e, inistry of Pood: Institutions for distribution of Iruits, vegr tablce, bubtier,
nill and eprs. Tationed economy.

fo lHdnistry of inance: Law conccrning wares.

€. Tindetiy of Jusbice: Act Protecting the Feople's Nemeeratic Nemubliie, transfer
of judrceo.

h, Hinistry of EDducations Political. cducation in schools and mumerous clauses
bosed on claws hatred. New ehurch rulcs and cotablishment of the Zureau
of Cmreh Affairs. Comnunist influence upon cultural life (Licateses,
cinenmas, concerts, etc.)

1. Iinistry of Information: The ministry itself., Its influcnee on literature.

J- Hrmistry of Naticnal Defensc: Purpe of non-Comrmnist of Meers, political
~ducation of enlisted =en.

o,

s Miodstry of Techniguss amd Trausportation: Nationalization of post officer,
nationalization of transportationg nationalizntlon of building industry.

.o Alinistry of Health: TProhibition of private medical treatrent in gpas.. .
Jurisdicticn of the Labor Office to compel work, privilesed disiriviiion
of apartments.

Mo Hinistry of Unification: Few people arc aware that it exicts.

Communist Party and Othor Political Parties

23. Teople male distinctions among individual persenalitics of the rogiac.
In any care, they consider Zapotoc'sy and Cepicka to be worce tham Gottirald.
Fierlinger ic despised most of all. Among the ministers o P collaborating
with the Communists,Flojhar is eonnidercd as the greatest «@ioed. Obhors
arc not cven rentioned in daily discussios. OSlovak ministcrs™re not well
lmovm in Bohemia and Lioravia, and in Slovairia Siroky is considered worse
thon Clementis. The latier rained in popularity altcr he had by ousted
from the linistry of Forcign Affairs, USeveil: and Srobar are lmowg to be
insignilicant collaborators.

2. The degree of natred for and aversion to leading personalitics of the repine
depends on tioe knowledpe of the people about the activities of the persons
concerned. Therefore these personalities £all into twe catepories: Those
about whom the poople are

Generally Informed and Yell Informed
1. Zapotocky 1. Gemuender
2. Cepicka 2. Glansky
3o ilejedly and llonek 3, Tierlinger
4.  Fupecky e Reicin

w1

5. Ficrlinger 5. Vesely, .
6, Slansky 6, Pokormy
T+ Cobthwald 7. Kopriva
J. EKopriva 0. Togek

2.  Cregor ?.  Cepicka

10, TDiojhar 10, Gregor and Tais
11, Jeveik 1. Gottwald

12. Slechta 12, lejediy

13. Houman 13. Yopechy

U, Srovar 1. Zapotocky

15. Svoboda 15. Svoboda

16. DProchazka , Cen.
17. Sircky
10. Seveik
'I'j’; k9
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Undoubtedly the public hates Zapotocky the moct and then Cepicka.

25. To what extent Hosck enriched himself alter ¥ Hlay 1945 with villag, cars, cte,
can best be leamed from Dr. Zdenek Toman who is in exile abread. Tierlinger
acquired a villa in Prague, one of the most luxuriously furnished, and even
at this tine he is receiving furnishings. One officlal, arrvested because
of bribery, declared that he would not be in prison too long because he had
estimated the value of furnishings in Cottweld!s and Fierlingerf®s villas.

He was released very soon. Kopriva has not paid for his furniture, according
4o a relishlo souren,

26, A4 general purpge in the Communist Party started about two months ago. All
Commmist Party members had to return their membership cards and rbapply
for membership. Their applications will be deeided individuallys The
purpose of the purge is obvious: To decrease the mumber of members as soon
s possible becavnse, as it now stands, the party has not enough sinecures
for all of them. The intenitlon is to satisfy the most faithful. Through
the purge the Conmunist Party will become strictly selective, as required
by lloscow, This time leaders of the Party have wrongly evaluated the sitva-
tion. They anticipated that people will try to join the party at any price.
Dut the controry has happened and a great percentage has welcomed this
oprortunity to pet out of the party. Many have been walting for this chance
since Tebraary 1040 whon they joined the party out of fear. Deforc source
left the country the purge was not yot finished, bubt he heard that ma:w
people did not apply :L‘o nenbership and, as a consequence, they ceased %
be gembers ol the purt,r, In the H.Lmstry of Unification, it scems that
the parby organization will disinteprate. The same situatlon seems to
exist in other central offices except in the llinistry of Interior, where
non=Communists were romoved long ago.

There arc several rcasons way the people decided to drop their party meombers:

N
~J
o

a. Fatipue from conbinuous mectings, jolning labor brigades, and [fulfiliment
of other party obligations,

3. Acceptance by the intellipentsia that they will lose their ;jobs and
will have to work with their hands,

. Consciousncss of the misbake they committed by joiniangm the party
inconsiderately.

d, International situation, especially the war in Korca.

Inading persons of the Coomunist Party emphasized at this purpe that those
wi:o did not apply for membership in the party would not be harmed in any way.

20, Anong organized Commnists there are not more than 25 to 30 percent cguvinced
ones, and even this percentarce is rather high., The rest of the people
joined the party out of fear. Even convinced Comwunists arc not united,
In the backpground there is the contimmous struggle between the Jewish leader-
ship (Gemuender, Slansk;, ‘and Reicin) s Which is more radical and is [avored
by Moscow, and the others. To outsiders this strugsle is nob so apparent
but from time to time it monifests itself in the lower level of the party.
Tor exanple it is lmown that these two factions have beon strusrling with
each other in the linistry of Foreign Affalirc. In the Uinistry of Interior
and the Uinisiry of National Security the Jewish group holds ite position
Dirmly,

29, Against the present leadership are those older omums’gs vho were cast aside
after Fobruary 1950, Anmonp them ave the Former Senator V. Milnlicek:, Senator
Stein and others. It scems that those ¢ld Commmists have their owm organdza-
tion which inferms its members beforchand. Deasons for this opposition
arc not only of a perconal noture. The menbers want ar't:_on on thelyr progrom
of 1945, i.e.; Czcchoslovak Communism independent of Mogcow and serv ing
the interects of the people. OJeveral times source as'c d Senator Tiilnnlicclke
to intervene in favor of arrcsted scldicrs. IMlmlicel ycferved alwoys Lo
his inability to accomplish anything. He 1nt,e1~rr»>md in every casc, but
always without success. It was obvious to sourve that he was unhappy obout the
situation, From his staterent it was apoarent that he believed in Cozm:f;un_&,"t
as did llasaryk: its evolution by persuading the people thab 1t is the right
political orientation.

Approved For Release 2002/08/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006500660006-9
SECRET] | 25X1




31u

33.

3k

35.

36.

37

33.

Approved For Release 2002/08/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006500660006-9

.

TECIT, 25X1

TNTRAL TINLLLIGONCE AGIICY
WIEAAL DILLLI 25X1C

oG

Tn Commmistic ranls the situation is criticized mostly by the intellipcntsia.
Criticism of the remainder is penerally based on material reasons. Convineced
Communists judpe the functionaries favorablys the rest of the population
congiders them as crooks. The same is true of secretaries.

The majority of the critics belongzs to the older gencrationg but younger

people are not exciuded, Criticism of the workers depends on living conditions.
Appeals for increased working productivity are accepted only by convinced
Communiste. Aversion of the rect of people is apparent.

People recall the life under political parties and trade unions belfore the
occupation but not too much, They are overcome by present politics. The
present system of political and organizational lifc is reparded by an over-
welming majority as an excess of the worst kind and no one except a Com-
manishic fanatic would compare it with the situation before the coup.

Literature , Press, Thoater, Sports and Brozdeasts

Enforced books arc not read at all. Aversion is caused by Ironck's {Langstein)
boolks, also those of Gottwald, end of Tierlinger whose book "In Jerviccs of
Gzochoslovakial is considered the best indictment he could write against
inselt. RZidieuled arxe the worbks of ™writer! Zapotociy. Comtmanist propa-
ganda in favor of Jirasel hog enccecded to seme cxtent among the workers,
butsource canuob say that there is an extraordinary interest in Lils bLooks.

Source does not know wio among the living writers are read the west. Among
the dead ores are K. Capek, Y. Vencura, A, Jirasck, and #. V. lals.

Private lending of those books which have been eliminated firom pubiic libraries
is widespread, In the Prague 1library, 10,000 books have been eliminated and
ose nost dofective vanished imediately. The Ministry of Information

is preparing a law forbidding private lending of books under severe punishaent.
Tt 1s difficult to get a Corbidden book, not boeause the ouner is afrsid to
Jend it, but boceuse onc has to wait a long time for his turn to read the

boolk.,

Neading of Coammonist literature is enforeced especially of wmembers of the
Communist Party. To cnsurc that the book is rcally read the party warns
that the sontente of & book will be the subject of discussion at a neeting.
In soze offices and fuctories Commmist books are distributed also Lo non~
membors of the perty. In such cases the extent of success deponds on local
circumstances., Prior to 1 May 1950, a nelghbor who is a Comrmmist Pariy
member asted source to rcad an arbticle by Gottwald in Jude Pravo (Red Right)
wiich he had brought with hiz. Source told him that he was not inicresied,
that he was not a party member, ctc., bub the neighbor insisted snd asked
souree not to cause him trouble since he had been instructed to inform all
tenants in the house about the first of May and the bleek trusbec would
leara whother source had been informed., If source's ansucr were in the
negative, the noighbor would be admonished at the Communist Party mecbing.
Jould source do it just as a favor since they had always been pood nciphbors?
Source out of pity finally promiscd. Fortunately, the block trustce did
not come. This action was taen in the entire city of Projue.

The most hated newspaper men are Drda, Sila, Vyskovsky. In the Commnisth
regine, objectivity of a necuspaper man vhen he is vriting obout politics
ig completely umknown.

Teople axe very much intcrested in the theater and conccrts when classical
wor:s are poriormed. OFf course, it is very difficult to got ticlets for
such perioraances, cspecially in Prague and especially for the Hational
Theater. The theater is nearly alvays reccrved for some organizaticn such
as the Communist Party, trade union, or the Youth Organization. Thcalcrs
are onpty when plays with political ideas are perfomed., In ordey bo [ill
such theaters, ab least partly, people buying tickcts for a clascical plaoy
have to buy one ticket for a political pigy also. Thus has "rotiloned? cuiture
been starited.

Approved F%%WW%WPOGSOOGGOOOG-Q 25X1

-




3%

L.

[12 o

43,

25X1X

Ilse

L5

Approved For Release 2002/08/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006500660006-9

anenET/ | 25X1

S

COUTINL THUCLLICENCD AGSLCY
25X1C
10w

In motion pictures people distinguish between Soviet films and those of

other sources. No one wanis 40 sce Sovict films, not even a mgood one. In
this way political orientation is manifested. Except [or the picture YGorki's
life" no other Sovict £ilm was worth seeing. Films of Czech production are
frequentcd more if they are not too obviously political. Arerican and
British {ilms and then the French Tilms are very popular and the theaters

are always filled.

The Comrmnist leadership of course is not pleased with this state of affairsg
it tries to force people tc see Soviet pictures. Such intervention ends
aonetines with inprisompent. Source tells the following story: A married
couple went to the theater, At the entrance the hustend went to buy the
tickets, Ilis wife sald to hinm loudly: "Do not buy tickets if it is a Soviet
{idm." Shen the husband returned he foumd that his wife had disapncared.
People in front ol the thoaler Lold him that a pentloman in plain clothes had
taken hor avay. Dven three months later the man had not heard about the

fate of his wife,

Expression of dissatlsfaction with the regize can be often heard at motion
pictw: perlormances. Police have inbervened very brutally so thet uow-
such demonstrations are limited to hissing and whistline ~' Lo refusing

to anplaud w.en expected. Uany pecuie cmter the ilieater at the end of the
nowsreel, as wos the case during the Orr L. occupation. The police counter-
aci. by closing the evto v o wor the oewsreel has sharted,

Critics of Coviete-made films are souctimes not objective bocause they are
mainly guided by political rcascons. People speak about such films with disdain
egven before they have seen them. Attondance of some pictures such as "Sevage
topol® was obligatory for Communist Paviy members, and in some factories

and offices it was obligabory even for non-Communists. Anong the new Czech
pictures "elezny dedek" (Iron Old Man) received the most ridicule and

among plays, Japotockyls "New Fighters A1l Arise¥, Source did fdd see

elther of then.

The most popular person in the world of the theater is undoubtedly Podvalowag
Jerich wag also quite popular. The retwrn of Vliasta Durian met with sreat
interest; his penitent statement was published in Tudc Prave. People belisvesd
that he woo forced to make this statement. Durian played at Kladno and his
rew debul was very favorably received. He was suproscd to nlay in notlion
picture theatcrs too, in oxde help £ill the empty houses, but [ 1 925X1X
he had not appeared. Thers wac a rumor
that he is in prison. The story is as follows: On one occasion he appeared
on the stope at Kladno. Dressed in winter elothes with a cap on nd.s head,

he said: "Pirst of all we shall hany the cap! (in Czech simlleap ig "eepicla®
and Cepicka 1s the nome of the Uinister of ilational Defensc). Trenendous
applause followcd and Burian was supposed to have boen arvested om the scenc.
Source docs nob know if this ctory is true. The cormedian Plachta vho used

to be very popular is now hated because of his collaboraticn with the Come
mmnists. There arc no new stors in Czech £ilns.

x

There arc large attendances at sports events which are sonetimes uscd for
political demonstrations, At the volley~ball tournament in the swmor of
1950, the public opoenly favored Czech players against the Soviet team.
llost popular ameng sporismen wore members of the hockey team, and their
popularity increased alter their arrest. In minor sports most popular is s
of course, Zatopelr, but his porulority decreased aftor be made several
statements showing loyalty to the regize.

Communist dnfiltration indo gymmastic, sport and other orpanizations is

so deep today that non-Communists have ne chance te as emble and talk freely.
Uutual tructs have been shaken by many bitter exporiences. An exaaple of
this is the case of the hockey slayers,

1

SECRET) 25X1

Approved For Release 2002/08/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006500660006-9



L6,

Z—L?G

2

50.

Approved For Release 2002/08/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006500660006-9

sucarT/]

CEIMTAL TITLUIGEICE AGRNCY
25X1C

=11

fzcchonlovak Commmist broadeasts are listened to very 1little excopt by
convinced Commnists. Shese broadcasts are so diccrcdited that oven if
well-imomt traths were stated, people would look for underlying lies.

I7 anything is listened to, it is the news but only for the purpose of
comparing thom with the DIC, Voice of America and Free Lurope. Among
sourcels frionds there are many people who have not listened to Czechoslovak
hroadeasts since February 1940.

Jomen are discontented mostly with the food situation. Also the inadequate
supply of textile products and extreuely high prices ave causing dissatlis-
fachion. An average family has no means of buying things on the f{ree marked
or even in Darex.

lorkers and Bripedes

O sanov workers are gencrally hated in all facteries. The rcason is that
by greater productivity they are raising the norms, consequently lowering
the wages for the vect of the snployees. Another reason for this hatred
is that Stakhanov workers receive speeial privileges. One can rcad almost
every day a story in Rude Prave by a Stakhanov worker of the rancorous
attitude of his fellow workers. .

Menbers of labor brigades are not enthusiastic, not cven Commnist merbers,
Tt is wxlcrstood that one has to volunteer for a brigade in ordcr to kecp
onc's job. ZBven the most loyal Cemmunists do not like the institutlon of
labor brigades. Ivervone is tired out from the obligations imposed on him
by the party. The Commnist youth, on the contrary, lilmo brigades, not
beeauss they realise their inportance, but becawe bripades are a rood .
opportunity lor uncontrolled diversions consisting nostly of drinlcing oand
progbitubion. It is difficult to estimate the percentage of entwsiasts
in brigades but 10 percent nay not be an exapggeration according ho source.
People at home do not male any distinetion between town residents and peasants.
The question ie only who is a Comrunist and who is nob. Non~-Commmilsts
very cooperabive.

Haticnael and Religious Problens

About a half a year ano there were rumors in Prague that Germans wore returm-
ing to the border area. At the scme time, citizenship was given to Cermans
who had stayed in Czechoslovakia after 1945. The mumber of Gernans incrsascd
verhaps only slightly, malnly in the areas of Libsrec and Trutnov. Llsewhere,
in the areas of Pilsen, Chob, Sokolov and Znojmo, no increase in the number
of Cermans could be noted., In Prague nothing is knovn about the behavior

of the Germens. People from the border area report that the Germans are
self=confident, arc not concerned with politics, and associate exclusively
among themselves, In the area of Kaplice in Southern Bohemia, the Cerman
population is waiting for the rcturn of those who left for Cermony in 1945,
There arc rcasos of previcus Cernan owners of farms coming fram Gemany to
pay visits to their property. Source decs not believe that these Germansg axe
nolitically more active althouph the appolntment of Kreibich as ambassador

o Hozcow might be explained as a political nove.

Treaties between East Cermany and the US'R have becn someviat ridiculed by
the pordlation, ‘hat can be geen as a posoibility for more Triendly rclalions
Letweon the Czechs and the Cermans is theiy comnmon suffering from Compunist
oppression.

The tyancfer of Cermans Irom Czechoslovakia is still considercd 4o be &
proper political move., Sometines the wethods of transfer are criticized.
People disapyec with the unrestricted trangfor of industrial expervs scuch
28 of the glass and ching industries bocaugé it could cause considerable
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harm to industry. Hob long ago source heard an interesting opinlon: A1L
properiy of the Sudetrn Germans was cstimated Lo be 300 billioh “es. Lzoclios
slovakio had a claim on the Reichshonk of about 200 billion Kee. Thercfore
it wonld have beer correct if Crechoslovalda had offered the Germans 100
Wllion Kes, €.+, Srom reparations, ond in that way it conld have bonght
the property from the Sudeten Cermans. Thab would eliminate objectlons,
vory ¢ften heard meinly ia the lost, that the Sudeten Ceraen property had
Leen confiscated. Dub this nethod was not used. Czechoslovakia will never
rocoive the 200 billion Kes from the leichsbank, reparations are golng to
the crefit of the Commnists, and many people believe that the Czechs

have swolen Sudeton Ceman proyerty.

esigtance of the Catholic Church encoursges the people in their struggls
amainst Comrmrdisn. An incrcase in sympathy with the Catholic Church is
spparent smong anti~Camwmists. As a rosult of the oppression of the Catholic
Chmrch by the Commmist regiie a ecriéaln numbcr of people joined the church.
Source camiot say that this is a mass movement.

Catliolic pricsts eollaborating with the regime have practicslly no adhevents
among the people. In some arcas of lioravia and Slovakia wherc Catholiniem

iz strongly entrenched, people have stopped visiting = iileo an wiieh pricsts
colloborating with the regive prosch and visit churches in the neighboring
tovmes or villapes. The sibtuatlion in Bohemia is not imown to sourec, bub

in Uercvia collaborabing priests have so few follewers that it is inmpossible
Lo expwess it mumorically. Leocal Cemmmist Party organizatlons try, of cource,
to streppthcen the pogition of such paests by ondering the party members

to attond divine scrviees. Jut in most cases this ends in a fiasco bccause
reople ridicule such attendances, saying that Communists are ordorcd to e
relisions. The Caluolic Chwrch hos gained in sympothy and to some extont

in rumbers but this incrcose cannet e called substantial. An obscrver

it e deceived on sceing thc churches always almost £illed with peopic.
This Tact has aotaing o do with Commmnist oppression. People wislt churches
in order to listcn o clever rricets vho by allegories attock Communist

idcas. Larpe attendance at churches is, first of @11, a sign of « sreat
nationsl catastrophe -~ people are looking for protection everywiere and

aiso to God.

Verbers of the Czech and Protestant Churches disapprove in great numbers

of the collaboration of their clorgy with the repime and would lile to ace
them boke the same stond wo the Catholic priests. FProfesscor Hromadie is
vory unpopular and hated. According to a reliable source, the following
sneidend oceurred about five months apo in Prague., In the Protecbant OChurch
in Prajuc rear Charles Sguare a divine service with all leading porsonalities
of the Church in ationdance woe held, hen it was over the minister announced
that ihe superiors of the Church had pone to a pecting to send a cable of
preoting to the President of the Topublic, Suddenly a young nan stepped
Tforward and said: "People, I beg that you not allow our superiors te betray
the nation." A groat disturbance among those present followed. The young
man, was led from the church and no ome has heard of him since then.

Source docs not mev. whethor there has been a mass~defection from these
chreches bub it is believed that there 1s a strong decline in the mabers
of their adheronts, People peraaps vould lilke to leave such churchos but
generally they are afraid to do so for fewr of losing their jobc. The
Copmmist Party is, of coursc, inmtercsted and would make much ado of it.
This is also the reason Wuy people have not joined the Cathelie Church in
nasses .

Anti-Senition ic very strong in Szechoslovzitia and 1t must be said thati
there are few paople vho julpe Jews cbjectively. et it cannot be said
tigm s a heritape of the Wazi cccupation, Is causcs
y oider. 6 Slovakia, perhaps, anti-Semitism is; te some extent,
& rosuit of the rezime in the teuporarily independent Dlovakian state.
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' Bohenia and Moravia the older gensration did nob like the Jows because
thoy weore nootly Germans and Hunparians and rep sented a class of exploiters.
aeir behavior during orid Var I did not improve their position among the
Uzoch people. Jews found betbor relations after the first war by accomno-
dating thenselves to the new sitnabion. During the Geman occupation the
Czech neople pitded them. A rew wave of anti-Semitisn cccurred after 19UC.
The Jows beran %o obbain prominent cconomic ascigments and seemingly playoed
srportant if nob deeisive roles in political partics, including the
Paople'’s Parby, end they practically dominated the Comurish Party. In
February 15ul, hotred of Jeus azong the masses reached its peal and has

ot diprniched since then, because the ordinary citizen camot forpet thelr
interferonces in Czech public life.

59, TI¢ has becn noted previously that there ore two wings in the Communisht Tarty:
Jewish ond nonedewrish. They are struprling for pover, bat the Jowich wing
4o still ctronger. Non=Commnmist Jows are avare of the prowth of anti-
Semitlen. About a yoar apo source and his wife visited an 0ld Jewish friend
of theivs. Ohe told them that she was leaving for Argentina. Upon being
cucstioned why, she replied: "Do you think that T will let myself be hanged
beesuse of these scoundrels - Jows wio oye leading in all those Comunist
atrocities? hen the regime collapecs. there will not be enough lanterns
in Prague for them.' Sioilar statements from many Jewlsh people are heard.
Aabi-femitiom i alse,to source's knowledge, strong in othex satellite states
o5 well ag the USIR, and this fact strengthens anti=Semitism in Czechoslovalid.
Possilly, the reasons are the sans €YeryviacIe o

0. Source doos nob belinve that the number of Jowish Communist functbionaries
will grow, but it is certain that they appear constantly in high positions.
T4 could bo said rether that the mmber is lower as & consequence of Jewish
emi rotion o Pulestine . Most hated is probably Slansky, bub people according
to thoir persenal situation have thelr own tarrets: Cemuerder, Neicin, Xotate
Lo, Henman, Cerny, fois, Vrbsky, Pollak, Eisler, Knapp, Beres, Sila, and
others.

Gzochs and Slovaks

6l. The yelabion of the Crechs towards the Slovaks has not chonged since the
Cernan oceupstion, but the attitude of the Slovals towards the T-ochs has
changed svbebantially. Aversion in Slevalria to the Czechs oripinated at
the end of the Pirst Tepublic and the reascns arc well ‘mowm. This aversion
jnereased even more during the existence of the independent Slovak ghato.
Tlovales wore Living relatively very well then, there was no wernnloyme s
and everything could b boupht cheaply, vhile in other stotes ngearly thorc
was groet picery. The independence of the slate wao held responsillp for
thic prosperity snd forcsight, and Slewvalk politicians werc pralsed, Ater
Slovaldia had been oceupicd Ly the Red and Czechoslovak aymies indopewinoe
and well~bcing were at an end, For the mass of Slovai people, tue Hazis
and the Olovek vuppet goverment are not guilty, but the Crechs, "The
Czechs brought the Cosamnists with them.?

62, hon, after 1945, the situation began to be inproved myl stabilized, it
seenad that relations improved. After the 1946 elections wien the victory

of the Commurist Party in Dohomia and Moravia helped the Communiste to

eize power in whe wiole country, the Slovakion attitude immediately worscnod.

e ewlminabion ceme in Pobruavy L948. Slovakian masscs abtributed the success

of the Compumist coup to the Uzechs and mainly to Fraguwe. The trisl and

exccution of Tiso was ore of the =ain reasons for the hatr i apainst the

Czeche orior to February 1940, A rclative of source's wio had becn living

$n Trotislava for 20 years and knew the situation in Slovnkia very mll

Gailed Tiso's execution the most stupld act of the Progue povermmenb.

ewalss viao know this relative to be a democrat and their friend isnered bin

in the same =amy as they did othoer Onachs, and thev were Slovaks who had

never agrecd with lilinka’s policy. A greab blow for Crech-Slovak relations

was the purpe of (lementis, Laco Hovomeshsky, cte. Uany importent places

in Slovak adminiotration have een taken by Czochs. Slovais once apaln ore

saying: "Coochs ord Jows out.” Perhaps some porsons mighi eonosider this

deserintion cxaggerated, but source insicte it is not,
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3. Ozechs are mot too much coucerned about Slovok relations with them. It looks
as if the majority of prople have lost interest in Slovaician matters. “hey
would probably accepb any solution om condition that Slovalia remain part
of Omechoslovalda. The intcllipentsia are discuscing this Slovalzian probiem
but their views arc so contradictory that it is impossible to peneralize.

Thesc views are not always ripht because few people know the situation in
Slovalda well. Oource bolieves that there are few Slovaks who would be
intercoted in an inprovement in this relation. Im cource's opinion, separatist
Jcanings prevail in Slovakia,

6L. Those in Slovalia who are in favor of a united state will probably require
a solution for the years 1945 - 1948 and possibly they will want cven greater
seneessions. It is believed by source that if the decicion were left to
the Slovakiam people today the majority would be for an independent Glovaldian
slate. Olovakia, from the Czechosloval polnt of view, has ceased to bc a
gtate. Czech politicians must & cide whether they would like to keep Slovakia
vithin the boundarics of Czechoslovakia, If they do, they will have to naie,
as soon as possible, a proper anreement with' Slovak politieians abroad ws
w1l os with the Votican, The Catholic Church would then be able te influcnee
publie opinion in Slovakia. If such an azre-ment is not nade in the neor
Tuture, source fears that such on orrecment would later be inpossible because
Slovaldan politicians would not be willing to nepotinte under the lidluence
of reports fyom home, The number of concesslons ¢urling such negotiabivas
is not so important, bocause it vronld be impossible to remove Slovalkian
aversion vithout substantially loosendng of relations.

S| |Csech r~oliticans not considey the situatlon in Dlovoitia

opbimistically since the Czech position in Slovakia is very bad.

Dducation and Youth

66. Admiscion of pupils to high schools and universitics does not depend on
thedr mnowledpe and prades but on the circumstance of their origin. In
seineipal, only children of woriors and reliable Comaunist Party monbers oo
admitted, Children of overmment officials, even thourh tolented, are send
te factorics and to other jobs given to them by the Laber Cffice. Paremw
of children denied high school education are trylng to get their childres
inte such employment which would be of aid in their further study after =
shange in the situation, TFor instance, an officiasl whose son was the best
pupil in the elass succeeded in petting this son into an airerald Lactory
as an appienticc. The son intends to study at the Technical High School.
Tut parents succeed very rarely since control by the Labor Office is very
gtrict,

67. The inTluence of Communist schools upon the pupils cammot be underestimated.
Gource mows of several sons becoming political adversaries of their fathers.
Fortunately, such cases have boen rare until this time. The influence of
Geommupriat propagands uporn the youth has been mentloned, It ic vory similar
in the case of teachers as well ags of other proups of people. Porbaps
young teachers awe more radical, Communist influence upon the youth can
e increased to o great extent at home unless, of course, parcnts have
domoeratic Zeanings. There have been scveral cascs when children wnwitbtingly
infored their teachers that their narents were trying to contradiet thelr
toachers? statonents. TFortunately, there were no consequences beeausc the
eachers,instead of going te the police, warmed the parents. Pupils dlsiile
nolitical education most as is true of the larger part of population.
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Registance abt Home

The oiwple people look favorably upon hore resistance and are, as a majority,
ready o help., There arc also cpinions that the organization of the home
resistance is promature at procent.

Trisls snd executions for treason have an influence conbrary to what their
instigotors expect. ‘These evolke greater readinesc than fear. To wailb

for a nore favorsble situstion is the opinion of the older people rather
thon of the young onmes. Youbh iz always more radical and conspiracy agyecs
with their romantic ideas. Tithout erception; the famcrs are apainst
Communiem. Uometimes their oprosition renches such heights that they would
be willing to stort an uprising. Dut they have no arms or able leoders
vhon they can trust.

The execution of Dr. "lilada Horakova caused peneral indignation and exciterent.

Teople werc convinecd that the Compumists would not dare execute a woman,
even thourh she repreoented their political advercorics. Feople belicved

-~ ghat the mere fact that chie was a woman would be sufficicnt for her not to

die on the scaflold. Aftcr the exceution people criticized the reginve with
the groatest indignation and disdain, rccalling thot the former presideont
Hasarvk reluctantly approved a life-sentence, even in the case of o murderer.
Mamy peopie rcalized then that the Communist regize is absolutely without
pity and that it would use any means to liquidate its politiecal opponents.
tlost indignant after the ciecutlon of Milada Horakova were, of course, the
wonen. An exccution of a woman for political reasons had never before

heen known.

It is the gemeral belief %hat a change is impessible by the means at dispossl
at nome, Views vary, howver, on how to remove the regime with help arxl
interference from abroad, There arc opinions both that it would be successful

25X1

and that it wouwld not be, bubt scurce does not Imow which view is in the najority.

g

T4 can be assued that in case of an orpanived uprising those who are now in
doubt would jo'n it. OSource believes that a change con he aschieved with
political and materizl suprort from the /ost. Political support would lie
in a puarantce that interference by the USCR or ancther nelphboring state
would not take place and, that if it did, the Vest would intervere with
armed forces. latorial support would mean arms sufficlent to equip aboud

10 divisions. It must be Lalen inbo consideration thot the Communists have
in their hands the SNB, totaling 120,000 men. . Becides, it cannol be assoited
thet the army would not [iphi for the vegime. On the controry; it must be
assued that the army would be passiwely obedient because officers? ond
non~comscioned officers ' ecadres are almost absclutely reliable to the
regime, If the enlisted men obey the orders of their ecomanders, this woule
nean 90,000 uen on the side of the regime. The amuy would becore unreliable
if rescrvicts wore called up, buit the regime lmowe thatb. Finally, Commaunict
would use also factory nilitias although their morale and training are not
o0 pood. Source believes thet larper Lovns, especially industrial oncs,
world be difficult to take out of Commnist hands. Action should ho baged
on the country or on counbry towas,

B

Morale

Drunkermess and prostitution amonp the youth are increasing. As a resuld
venereal discasc is spreading to a dangerous extent., Not loug apo an order
was iscned that all persons up to L0 years of ape submit to a blood test.

The mumber of divorces has increased too, Oource is not informed aboub

the rumber of births. Taborculosis among children ig lnereasing danpcrously.
Criminal acts are not reporied in newspapers and statistics are not publiched,
but from vhat source has heard, crime has incrcased considerably. 1In cace

of non=notitical crizes the polliee intervene reluctantly and with no ntereast.
A policonan siated thab the police have other matters to tale cars oft than

o scarch for thioves.
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Hational Insurance

Generally, national insurance is considered a good systom which still recuires
many substantial improvements,

Opinions gbout Activities and Broadeasts Abroad

Since February 1048 the population has been waiting for some action by
Czech politicianc ~broad directed at the liberation of the country. 1he
attitude of the Czech non-Uommunist is therefore positive.

Broadeasting from abroad is listened to intensively. The popularity of
individual ststions is, according to source's opinion, as followss

2, Vcice of America
b, DBBC

¢, Paris

d, Frec Duromw

fustrian and Madrid stations are listcned to in a very limited way. Not long
ago the order of popularity was as follows:

Y
o 200

b. France

c, Voice of America

d. Frce Iurope

Iately the mumber of Frece Durore listencrs has increased.

NG was listoned to more as a habit from the time of the Ceman oceupoblons
the broadeasting of Sir Bruce Lockhardt was glso quite popular. The vrench
station was in faver breasse of its satirical shotehes but its information
about woerld events was considered weak and not sericus enovgh. Conscquently
the stiention of listensrs has turncd to the Volee of America. The reascns
ave: The United States 1s the coumiry which is leading in the anti-Communisth
strugele and there the majority of Oszech exiled politicians are livinge

Tts popularity increased alter the war in Korea started, To what extent

and vhy the station "Free Lurope™ is porular source is not able to say beeause
ab the time of his departore from the country it had been in operation only

2 short time. It is estimated that the Friday lectures of Sir Bruce Leckhardt
are awalited the most.

listerners arc not too intcrested in various cultural problens, They want

t0 hear statements apainet the regime, apainst Communism, logical srpuments
arainst Communist princivles, lectures about true democracy, about Masaryk,
sinply everything thot backs thelr couvietion that Communism is bad. [Having
this frove of mind they censider it ridiculous when in a broadeast the histery
of a fomous Toreipn scientish or of a oainter is given. In those 30 minutes
of broadeasting people wart te hoar sorething that will strengihen their
morale. Othorwise it would be lile reading poems to a very ill poroon
instead of giving him medicire. This is also true of nearly all stations.
There are other objections, Speakers for the Volee of America have bad
voices and the Slovak specler doss nob speak the lenfuerc corrcctly . The
rajority of the people do not 'mow that Czech broadeasting abrosd is under
the control cf foroign authorities.

seorrt/|
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e Cowwil of Froe Czec rlov .ia ic eongidered to e o body which for
obvicus roooong had Lo ue created to dc Tond the Czeoh cause. dut the atbituue
foverds it is and will bo very critic

Generslly it is sald tha there is uo man vio would be able to rep J."C‘“C‘s &
the Czechoslovak poople as Jasaryk did, It canacht boc sald that some o
the Czoch peliticians abroad woald be estoemed ard worshipped extraond
Greatest sympathies are for:

., Iettrich

Tt shaul:? e noted ’chat the mogition of e, Corgr, esn SITIOND ,

1sinzly wealk They profer Meierabend.

o
g
k
"i

;?ﬁj‘o.l“(‘,,:l} avout digaprecnents among Osech roliticiang gbroad are dicseminnted
in the Commmist pron and are bro:-.-Jca;bod..; :

Pew}o "»':ou;’_d rmt objoct eiple to the restoration ai‘ Tomer political
rarties ut they dre anered hon they hear that partics vhich do not Tnow
T wh;ux' ey will pot any votos at ol arc alrcody ;j.;:hhm* anopy: cach

other, They siould Lelp cach other now and let the votcrs decide later.

feople are dissatisfled, of course, that cur action diroad has nol yeb boo
m:so;.xn"cd of 7icially on an internationnd Lasis but thoy are awm'e bhat
after the Comenwigt coup our intcrnational situation became very Jdifficulr.
fmr politiciane awve criticized for neot being oble fo got all our refocs
oub of Corany and to concentrate them in one place in oxder to creals &
wmech army when possible, Taere is enough defindte information om (zech
refupecs in Dermany and that is also why the number of reffugees is not
several times higher.

fenorts come from the United States thabt some of the Czech politlciang there
are liviag on money ccllected Ly American Czechs for help to the refusmes

in Gorwangy. Juch rererts ame al ways very quickly spread all over zhe couniyy.
The people roceatly learned zbout Prehelats apreenent with the Judoten
Coraans. Inferect is not so groad but those whe lmow abont it condemn

; ala wery geverely.

Tenorts on the situction of our people in Cermomny are epread nometimes by the
Compranist press and sometines by dnconing letters. Thesc reporis o the
IAon t?za‘r, people desiring to leave the country delibeorate o long time.

At this time our pOllthlr.m- arc beipng accused of carclesonerss and lack

of :m‘a,. st, If a 77(‘(:%1 army unih were Lo be organized, the mumvor of

Czech refupecs vould nf*:"c’w.o neay bimes. People o hone ave nfformed thet
the beot Living conGitions for refa ces are in Australia bub they consider
that countey too remote an they all ot to ~etum alter the liberetim,

it
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February 1948

The people are convinced that the Communist coup had been planned since May
1945 and that it would have taken place under any circunstances. But they
assert that it could have beeon prevented if non~Comrminist politicians had
chosen the proper tactics. The greatest nistakes are considered to bos

a2, Prosident Benes's visit to Moscow in 1943 regarding the Czechoslovake
Soviet treaty for mutual ascistance which could be considered of foasive
to the .Jestern Powrers,

e Dissolubion of the Agrarian Party which inducod farmers to join the
Communist and Social Demeeratic Parties. Acccptance of the Communisy
dictate in the formation of the Czech fovermcnt, allowing the Commmnists i

res

o tale over tie linisctry of Interior and the Ministry of Nationzl Defcnze,

c. Netivaalization decrecs; cownrdness of non-Comranist parties and lack !
of a concrcote prosrom. ;
d, Unprepavedness of non-Commurd.ct politicians and of menbors of thoir
partics in the 1948 Februsry crisis.
The rosirmation of the democratic mindsters is apreed upon gencrally. Tt i :
is sald that «f wwuld have taen place in any case, soonti¥ or later. People
believe that the resigmation wac decided alter aprcement by President Jence. ¢
People disaprec that the Fresident finally accepted the rosirmations snd &

confiracd Gottwald’s govermment. They ©ind exeuscs in the Presidiniis
illness and in the fact that he yielded before the threat that 900 persons :
would be executed if he rofused o sign. People believe that the Prosident :
resigned too late. He should have offered his rusignation on 24 February :
and not condoned the Communist terrcr for such a long tins. Oonerally, Benc:
is reparded as a politicisn who had the confidence of the whole nation and
failed at the decisive moment. In this Lolief,the aation is united and
source would judge it as the mildest opinion. There are nany peeple who
speak about Benes vith great disdain.

The attitude of the Social Democratbic Party in TFebruary 1948 is condemed

generally, Only Majer and his wing is judped favorably. Flerlinjer is :
considered a traitor of the first rank and Lausman as at least a sinpleton
or as a nan who unbil the Llast noment suprorted both sides, Leusman was :
the leader of the left winy in the Scclal Denocratic Party and {u-ored

collaboration with the Communisis. Leumsman will nover be accepted Ly the

Social Democrats at hone.

Non-Corprmist noliticians collavorating with the regime have no axthority
among thelr followers and Commuaicts lookr upon them with duisdain.

People arc convineed that Jan lacarykt was mardered by the Commminie.

Those who firet joincd the Communist Porty and then escaped to Germany sryc
consid red secoundrcls.

People think it quite natural that non-Comunist politicians oscone:
foreign countries. Actuaily they camnot wnderstond why some of
at home (David, Zeminova, etc.) Dub the attitude towards thoce shroad will
be & eritical one. They will ask those who rcturn what they achieved abroad
for the common cause, They have to earm their popularity by their work.
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